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NKTIOHAL GUARD'S HALL e SpA

: Q‘ Pv{u,k
?\‘“;.,., S

s :_518 520 Rece Street Philadelphia, Philaﬁelphia

or location:

Present Owner:

County, Pennsylvanla

Brief Statcme

Demolished June 1959

nt of  The Netlonal Guerd's Hall (also called the .

Significence:

T I
A. Phys
1.

Armory of the National Guards) wag one of the
focal points of militery activity in Philadelphia
during the Civil War /see the "Military Map of
Philadelphia, 1861-1865" included in Philadeliphia
in the Civil War, 1861-1865 (Philaedelphia; 1913)
by Frank H. Tayioé? Oceupied for a time as a
United States army hospital /Scharf snd Westeott,
History of Philsdelphia (Philadelphia: 1884),

vol. 2, p. 1019 f£f. /] it was elso the destlnation
point of military parades, the scene of much
patriotic speechmaking, and the welcome end dis-
missal point for troops_either on furlough or at
the end of enlistment ZEbharf and Westcott, ﬂistogx
of Philedelphia (Philadelphia: 1884), vol. 1,

pp. 810, 817, 81§7 . The "grand ssloon" on the
second floor_serVed not only for military getherings,
but was occasionally ithe scene of lectures, fairs
concerts, balls, and various meetings chharf and’
Westcott, History of Philadelphia (Philsdelphia:
1884), vol. 2, pp. 980, 1019 £f./. According to
its dedicetion orator, Colonel John W. Farney,
thig hall was "one of the finest military edifices
in our Union, end the only one ever erected by a
single volunteer company ... & temple of the
citizen soldier ..." /Public Ledger, Philadelphia,
November 17, 1857, p. 1, e, } ' : '

C TI
ieal History:

Originel and subsequent owners: Incorporated by act of
April 9, 1856, for the purpose of erecting an armory for
their own use, the "Infantry Corps of Nationsl Guards of

the City of Philadelphisa," had at thal time been in existence
as a militia unit for over fifteen years. It was originally
organized "principally among persons engaged in the trans- .
portation service of the State on the Columbia Railroad"
living in the distriect of Spring Garden on December 11,

1840. Thonmas Tustin was elected the company's first captaln
followed by Stephen B. Kingston (1845), and Peter Lyle (184?)
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The corps prospered and, in 1860, was reformed into the
Second Regiment with eight companies and Peter lyle as
Colonel. After a three months' tour of duty eerly in

1861, the regiment, in August of that year, begsn three
years' enlistment in the Union Army as the Ninetieth
Pennsylvania Volunteers (elsc designated Ninetieth Regiment -
Infantry /see Taylor, Frank H., Philadelphia in the Civil
War, 1861-1865 (Philadelphia: 1913), p. 1087), Golonel

Peter Lyle, commanding. During the Civil War this regiment
fought in most of the major eastern battles, as well as
countless minor engagements Zgbharf and Westcott, History of
Philadelphia, vol. 2, p. 1019 f£./. It was mustered out

of the army November 26, 1864, and returned to Philadelphia
for dismissal at ite own armory /Bates, Semuel P., Higtory
of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-5 (Harr:.sbwg e 1870),
vol. 3, pp. 157-w7 Further research is needed to follow
the organization's activities, as well as the. building's
history, after the War.

The armory was sold by the Infantry Corps of National
Guards (they retained their corporation name, legally at
least) to the Fire Association of Philadelphia by sheriff's
deed of June 12, 1897 /Sheriff's Deed Book 170, p.: 5¢/.

This latter corporatlon, which retained title until 1209,
probebly held the building as rental property. Gopsill's
Philadelphia City Directory for 1901 liste it as occupied
by the firm of Hall and Carpenter, "tin plate and metals.”
In 1909, Zachesry T. Hall, of Hell and Carpenter, acquired
the property. It served as & sheet metal shop wmbil sold

to the General State Authority for demolition in 1958.

Date of erection: Cornerstone laid September 1? 1856 ;
bulldlng dedicated November 16, 1857,

Architect, bullder, suppliers, etc.: Unknown
Original plans, construction, etc.: No origiﬁal drawings
have been found. : _ ceE

Notes on alterations snd additions: Smell ceﬁtra1 balconyr)(:5;
at third story, fromt (north) elevation, and tower shove =~

_ had been removed af an unknown date,

,Bmw:rtant old views and references

a. ‘A reproducblon of an origlnal drawing show1ng the-*

- Armory's north elevation by Frank H. Taylor ia in his. Ched

- book, Philadelphis in the Civil War, 1861-1865; oppoaxte E

" page 40 {Location of original unkmown.} - T s
b. An early drawing entitled "National Guard's Hﬁil" Qo

(reproduced from Castner Collection, Vol. 2, p. 18, .-

in the Print Room, Free Library of Philadelphla Lﬁgan"

. Square) is 1ncluded in this survey. Gmiginal source
umknown. : .
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Eéferences
a. Bateg, Samuel P., Historv of Pennsvlvanla Volunteers,

: 86;-5 5 vols. (Harrlsburg c. 1870). History of
Ninetieth Pennsylvania Volunteers during the Civil War:
vol. 3, pp. 151-185.

v. Public Ledger, Philasdelphia, September, 1856, and
November, 1857.

c¢. Records of the City of Philadelphia (Registry of Deeds,

. City Hell, Philadelphia).

d. Scharf and Westcott, History of Philadelphia, 3 vols.

(Philadelphia 18845

reiny  —— e —ry ot

(Philadelphla. 1913).

B. Historlcal Events Connected with the Structure: At g meeting
held in the armory on August 29, 1861, a resoluiion was passed
offering the regimemt’s services to the Union. Thus the Ninetieth
Regiment Infantry (also designated Ninetieth Pennsylvania
Volinteers [bee Scharf and Westcott, History of Philsdelphis,
vol. 2, p. 1019 ff./) entered the Civil Wer /Taylor, Frank H.,
Philadelphis in the Clvil War, 1861-1865, p. 108/.

" C. Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: Photograph and Print
‘Collection, end other source material, in the Historical
- Socilety of Pennsylvania, Thirteenth and Locust Streets,
Philadelphia.

D. Supplemental Material:

1. The following is quoted from the Philadelphia zgg;
Ledger, September 18, 1856, p. 1, ¢. 1:

:ngggg Stone Laid -- Military Q&gg;gz Yesterday afternoon the corner

stone of the new Armory for the National Guards, in Race street,
between Fifth and Sixth, was laid with appropriate and 1nteresting

- ceremonies, The line of military, composed of the Natilopnal Guards,

Scott Legion, Philadelphia Cavalry and Washingion Blues, formed at

" four o'cleck on Washington Square; and then moved up Fifth street

under command of Col. James Page. The compeanies participating turned

- out in full numbers and made altogether one of the finest military

displays we have had for some time. They atbtracted much attention

ifram the large assemblage of persons attending the Democratic meet-
ing in Independence Square. Peter McCall, Esqg, delivered an appro—
prlate oraiion on the 1ay1ng of the corner stone -

2. The follawing is qpoted from the Eygll L ger, November '
16, 1857, p. 1, c. 3i.

Egg;camlon of the New: Armogx of the ﬁatlonal Guards ~= The 1arge

- _énd splendid new Armory, just finished f for the National Guarda, in
-~ 'Race Street, near Sixth; will be dedlcated to day... : The new ammory .-

is one of the finest builﬁings of the ki in the. Uhion. The corner

. gtone was leid on the 7th of September /si 1856 The bulldlng
":;gwgs of the most substantlal character, the walls belng 22 xnches in.




- Band.

NATIONAL GUARD'S HALL. . -
Page 4 (HABS No. PAelﬂlB)

thickness., The grand saloon, on the second floor, is 60 by 130 feet;

the walls are divided into panels by the pilasters which support the LT
girders of the armory floor. The parels are decorated with hersaldriec = -~ -
/sice/ escutcheons, and surmounted with circulsr cornices, bearing the e
gas fixtures, The ceiling is 27 feet high, of segment or srched form, =
drab and blue; the walls, ceiling and furniture harmonize in color.

The entire third story is appropriated to the use of the compseny, and

the army saloon is a splendid and unique apartiment. The walls are

tinted in imitation of granite. The ceiling, which is 22 feet high,

is empanelled in ten divisions, painted in fresco. The rafters are
ornamented with bosses, from each of which two chandeliers are hung.

There are seventeen musket racks, each containing twelve muskets, :

and there are also clossts for the equipment of 200 men, esach one hav- .

ing the name of the member on a sgilver plate atltached to his closet., = -

The saloon will be formally opened tomorrow eveuning, by a grand ball,

to be given by the company.

3. The following is quoted from the Public L ger November K
17, 1857, p. 1, ¢. 3: .

Dedication of the New Armory of the ggtional Gusrds - Graqg
Militery Digplay -- The splendid, new armory, built for the National
Guards, in Race street, near Sixth, wes dedicated yesterday with
appropriate ceremonies. The occasion was made one of & grand military
display, one of the finest, notwithstanding the rain, that we have had
~in our city for many years, twenty two companies, many of them with
full ranks having united to do honor to the occasion. The division o
formed on Broad street, the right resting on Chestnut, under the cammand T
of Gen. Cadwelader, and proceeded down Chestnut to Second street up
Second to Race, and up Race to the armory. :

When the head ef the line reached the armory the companles oggned
ranks and stacked their arms in the middle of the street. When /sig/
the companies again formed and marched inte the ‘grand- saloon of the
" building, which was brilliantly lighted. The military formed.in close.
order while the spectators ranged around the room, snd 1nviteﬁ guests -
were geated upon the platform. From this place the gp up ‘dloeil was.
most grand and striking, the combination of uniforms and. the magnlfi- -
cence of the room mede up & sScene perhaps never équalled. : H

The order of exercises in the saloon was as follows: Natlenal S
Melody, by Beck's Band; Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Meyers; Priests Chorus, r.;=
from the opera of the Magic Flute, then followed the oratlon, by Col ;*;5*'
John W. Farney. . .

L

_ After whlch a Dedlcatory March ccmposed by MJ F Aleda, and
dedicated to the National Guards, was performed by the- Philadelphia .
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4. The following is quoted from Scherf and Westcott,

Histeg of Philageivhia (Phﬂadelphia 1884), Vol. 2
P £f.: ’ ’

Under this euthority /aet of insoxperation’ of April, 18597 the _
company, in the year 1857 /gic; Cf. Jacob K. Sulger to Infaniry Gorps soes
Oct. 1.6, 1856 (Beed Book RDW 96, p. 178:0ity Records of Philadelphi '
purchasad a lot of ground on the south side of Race Street, between
Fifth end Sixth, being sixty feet fromt and che hundred and thirty -

- feet deep. A large, high three story brick building ‘was erected, oG~
 oupying the entire lot, and quite imposing in ap;pearsnee. On the first.
floor the passagewsy ie in the wmiddle. On each side are rooms for
officer's regimental hesdquarters, reading- end writing-rooms, drilling,
dressing, meeting, and store rocms. On the second floor is a large
hall with d high ceiling, occupying nearly the whole space from Race
Street to Oressem's Alley. I% hes been used for a drill-room and
other regimental purposes, inspections, and occasionally as a public
‘hall for lectures, fairs, concerts, and meetings. The third story is
- a large drill« and equipment-room for company accommodations, This
bullding, populerly known as the Natiomal Gusrd's Hall, cost with the
ground a-large amount of money. It was not only the muster-place of
. the regiment for the three month's service during the war, but also -
< for a three years' reginmental organizaiiom, and during a portion of
B 'hhe m was occx@ied as a united Sta'bes army hos'pital....

' Prepared by James F. @'Geman, Arehi‘hect
National Park Serviee - Auguat 1959

General Sta'bement'

"L Amhi'keetural interes‘t '.rhis elégantly decorated head-
¢ and ammory is & reflection of the pre-186L out=
R look ‘toward:the military, an opinion which changed rapidly R
0 dupdng the Civil War. A Hendesomely proportioned and B
L regtreined. example of mi.d—l%h century building.
- - Structural interest: . A 60-fool spen, timber and imn, g
‘.- Howe truss: s@ported the third flgor and htmg, segmental—- S
S arehed:;._.iling of seecmd atory Mggloon ," __ =

-.candi‘tian of fabric:

B: j-’i,:eehnical.bescriptim m’.‘ ;Extener'-g-,.-_ o

Qverall dimenaions.

60 feet by 130 feet,
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D
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5
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" a, Doorweys and doors: Original, with some 'paé-éiz?blé

.

o .é. Dormers, cupelas.-_ Hane. ; .
" Technical Deseription of Interiers.

Far interiar descriptiens ; 8ee Supplemen‘bal He:henal,
Part 1, D of 'hhis report : y

Site*
1'1; B

. lccated on the south side of’ Rs.ee Street, be
- Fifth end Sixth. . o .

e Shape, eovering ‘Unimown.
B "b.’ cornice, eaves: .Origiml.

.:‘Enclomu‘es, outbuildings, walks, 1andsea§ing .- -None
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wall constmction- Brick.. . , o

Porches, stoops, bulkheads, etc.. None of‘inﬁéréaf»,[:}

Chimneys: Unknown. - |
Openinge:

- - minor alterations.

b, Windows and shutiers:’ Origj_nal o

General aetting and orientatien. Building

E_‘repared by .'i”ames F. O'Geman
Hatienal Eark Serviee;




